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Municipal Dashboard 
By: Andrew Chew, Senior Research and 
Policy Analyst 

 

The Institute has developed the Municipal 
Dashboard, a way to present and analyze 
local-level data by grouping together simi-
lar communities. 

Municipal data on population size, density, 
and growth trajectory were analyzed to 
find natural groups. Five distinct groups 
were identified based on these character-
istics.                      Continued on page 5. 
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Are you ready to learn about the region’s latest economic data and trends? 
 

The Fall 2019 issue of the Quarterly Economic Tracker, is here! 
 
    
 It features an overview of the social determinants of health—and 

their economic implications. In terms of health outcomes 
(length and quality of life), Lackawanna and Luzerne Counties 
rank 50th and 63rd, respectively, of the 67 Pennsylvania counties. 
In terms of health factors (healthy behaviors, social and economic 
issues, and the physical environment), they rank 33rd and 60th 
respectively. 

 
 It also features jobs skills highest in demand throughout the re-

gion. The latest data indicates that effective communication and 
teamwork are critical soft skills. Technology-related proficiencies, 
retail experience, and physical labor are valued hard skills. 

 
 The QET also explores the local labor market, the composition of 

healthcare occupations, regional commuting characteristics, mil-
lennial homeownership trends, job posting details, the gender 
pay gap in the area, - and more! 

 

Check it out!    
 
We would like to thank the Willary Foundation for the seed capital to start the QET and the Sordoni Family 
Foundation, our Signature Underwriter, of the QET and Supporting Underwriter, UGI Utilities for continu-
ing to fund this project. 
 

 

Welcome Megan Stachowiak 
Megan has spent her entire career in Northeastern Pennsylvania, and for the past ten years 

focused on market research for the healthcare industry. In her previous roles, Megan was 

Manager of Market Research and Intelligence for Blue Cross of Northeastern Pennsylvania, 

where she managed the organization’s market and competitive intelligence functions and 

supported strategic planning initiatives. Most recently, Megan was Lead Market Research 

Analyst at Highmark Health. In this role, Megan worked collaboratively with cross-

functional team members to design, manage and deliver end-to-end quantitative and qual-

itative research for internal stakeholders.  

Megan is a summa cum laude graduate of Susquehanna University, with a Bachelor of Sci-

ence degree in Business Administration, and a minor in International Business and French.  

https://institutepa.org/perch/resources/qetfa2019.pdf
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Moses Taylor Foundation: Heightening Awareness Surrounding the 2020 Census 
 

The U.S. Census is critical to communities, regions, and states across the country. The 
Census serves as a basis to allocate federal funding for programs in health, social ser-
vices, housing, education, and infrastructure as well as congressional representation. 

Everyone has to be counted in order to maintain and grow our economic vitality.  

 

Thanks to the support of the Moses Taylor Foundation, The Institute is distributing edu-
cational material to community members and professionals throughout the region. 

These handouts and posters are available in five languages and cover a multitude of top-
ics—all of which are influenced by census count. 

    

Did you know…. 
 As of 2015, 132 programs relied on U.S. Census data to allocate over $675 billion in funds 

 Pennsylvania received $26,793,367,770 

 This funding breaks down to nearly $2,100 per Pennsylvania resident in general 

 It provides a value of $4,232 per person enrolled in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. 

 It covers costs of  approximately $7,681 per child enrolled in Head Start or Early Head Start 

 It provides over $2,525 per enrollee in the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (S-CHIP) 

 It even includes $15,400 for every child in foster care 

 Infrastructure funding is predicated on Census results 

 

View the literature here 

The Census Awareness Initiative to educate the community on the importance of participating 
in the census is funded by the Moses Taylor Foundation.  

Client Solutions 

 
Market & Feasibility Studies  Survey Research  Economic and Demographic Profiles 

Indicators- Indexes   Industry Studies    Grant and Program Evaluation Support 

Community Needs Assessments  Workforce Studies  Research Validation and Peer Review 

Housing Studies    Education Studies  Tourism Strategic Plans 

Economic Development Strategies Policy Analysis   Comprehensive Plans 

Economic and Tax Impact Studies Site Selection Research  Asset Maps 

     Arts & Culture Studies   

https://institutepa.org/2020-census.php
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Automation in NEPA 
By: Chris Ritter, Research Analyst 

 

 

Approximately 242,478 workers across Northeastern Penn-
sylvania, or 49 percent of the region’s total workforce, is 
employed in one of the 320 occupations with at least a 70 
percent probability of automation in the coming decades.  

Methodology: 

 50% Share of lost wages from automation-sensitive jobs 

 25% Dependency ratio (share of workforce population 
relative to  total populations  under the age of  14 and 
over 65) 

 25% Educational attainment (population  ages 25-64 
with an associate’s degree  or higher  

Workforce Disruption Index 
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Municipal Dashboard (continued from page 1) 
By: Andrew Chew, Senior Research and Policy Analyst 

 

Analyzing municipal data can be problematic when different communities with differing populations, eco-

nomic characteristics, and historical contexts are compared to one another. The Municipal Dashboard avoids 

this by grouping together communities that share certain characteristics. 

 How will this be used? 

 

Mini Indicators and More! 

In October, Executive Director Teri Ooms gave a Mini Indicators presentation at the 
Wilkes-Barre THINK Center. She reviewed data and analysis of economic trends and 
their impact on the business community and region at large. You can still view it 
here!  

Just a few weeks later, she and 
Susan Magnotta, Director of Com-
munity Outreach, were featured 
on PA Live! They discussed The Institute’s mission, the importance 
of regional indicators, and all the value northeastern Pennsylvania 
has to offer.  If you didn’t catch it when it aired, just watch now!                                                                         
        

Data analyzed by group will reveal how social or economic phenomena impact different types of 
communities 

Comparisons between single municipality data and group averages will reveal how a community 
compares to its peers on economic and social measures 

Next Steps: 

Expect a full report from The Institute 

 Consider it a lens through which to analyze data in other research 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gwbchamber/videos/533765527418209/
https://www.facebook.com/gwbchamber/videos/533765527418209/
https://www.pahomepage.com/pa-live/palive-the-institute-at-wilkes-university-november-5-2019/
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Are You Interested in a Partnership? 

Do you feel a personal connection to the culturally-rich 
northeast? Would you like to further invest in the region? 
If so, we invite you to join our growing list of generous 
community of supporters.  Your underwriting will help the 
Institute provide our community with data and research 
that promotes informed decision-making and leads to 
greater economic vitality for the area.  

 
 

 
Your partnership will contribute to: 

 Task Force Research 

 Indicators Report 

 Quarterly Economy Tracker 

 Regional College Student Poll   

 Regional College Internship Program 

 Special Community Based Research Projects 

 

Please contact Susan Magnotta at mag-

notta@institutepa.org to discuss the possibilities! 

 

 

Best regards to our talented interns! 

Many thanks and warm wishes to the bright and committed students who completed research internships 

with The Institute throughout this fall… 

 Gardyney Deshommes,  Misericordia 

 Anthony Giovagnoli, King’s College 

 Hunter Glidewell, Misericordia 

 Sarah Sporko, Misericordia 

 

Mini Indicators and More! (continued from page 5) 

Additionally, Andrew Chew, Senior Research & Policy Analyst, co-presented a session at the American 

Planning Association—Pennsylvania Chapter Conference in Reading, PA on October 21. Vivian Wil-

liams of the Scranton Area Foundation’s NEPA Moves  initiative and Kyle DeMaria of the Federal Re-

serve Bank of Philadelphia also participated. The session focused on recent research and collabora-

tion around transportation equity in Northeast PA. 
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Community-Based Research  

 
Access the latest regional research on the Institute’s 

website. www.institutepa.org 
 

Regional Indicators Data & 
Research 
Indicators data tracks the re-
gion’s progress over time. They 
include economy, healthcare, 
environment, education and 
infrastructure measures. 
https://institutepa.org/perch/
resources/indicators18.pdf     
 

Task Force Research 
Recent and archived research 
studies identify and address 
the region’s challenges. This research is a driving force behind 
many important economic development  and community   
revitalization initiatives , which produce positive outcomes for 
our area. 
https://institutepa.org/indicators.php  
 

Quarterly Economic Tracker 
This quarterly electronic publication explores the region’s  
economic and business trends.                                              
https://institutepa.org/economy-tracker.php       
 

Polling Program 
Better understand the student perceptions of the region, post 
graduation plans, public policy views, and civic engagement of  
our local college students and future leaders.                                                                          
https://institutepa.org/polling-program.php 

Thank you to our  2019 
Research Underwriters! 

 

The Institute would like to sincerely thank our     
generous stakeholders who share our vision for a 

strong regional economy and healthy communities. 
Your support makes our work possible! 

 
 

Signature Underwriters 
Andrew J. Sordoni Foundation 

Luzerne County 
PPL Electric Utilities 

Sordoni Family Foundation 

 
Contributing Underwriters 

Borton-Lawson 
Commonwealth Health Systems 

Mohegan Sun Pocono 

 
Supporting Underwriters               

      Berkshire Asset Management 
BlackOut Design    

Classic Properties 
      Greater Hazleton CANDO 

Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Navient 

 NET Credit Union 
Riggs Asset Management 

  Sanofi Pasteur     
The Wright Center for Community Health 

UGI Utilities 
    Wells Fargo Foundation              

 

Academic Partners 
Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine   

Johnson College 
 Keystone College 

  King’s College 
Lackawanna College 

 Luzerne County Community College 
Marywood University 

Misericordia University 
 Penn State Scranton 

 Penn State Wilkes-Barre 
   The Wright Center  for Graduate Medical Education 

University of Scranton 
Wilkes University 

 

 
Who We Are   
 
The Institute is dedicated to empowering business and com-
munity leaders with researched-driven strategies for informed 
decision-making.   
 
We conduct community-based, empirical research to identify 
the opportunities and challenges unique to our region, and 
offer innovative solutions for the problems facing our        
communities. This research is funded by generous academic 
partners and sponsors who share our vision for a strong   
regional economy and vibrant communities. 

http://www.institutepa.org
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 Locations in:  

   Scranton and Wilkes-Barre, PA 

www.institutepa.org 

570.408.9850 

Staff 

 

Teri Ooms – Executive Director 

ooms@institutepa.org 

 

Andrew Chew – Senior Research & Policy 

Analyst  

chew@institutepa.org 

 

Megan Stachowiak—Research Analyst 

stachowiak@institutepa.org  

 

Joseph Gallo – Research Assistant 

gallo@institutepa.org  
 

Kara McGrane – Research Assistant 

mcgrane@institutepa.org 

 

Jill Avery-Stoss—Research, Data & Intern 

Coordinator 

averystoss@institutepa.org 

 

Susan Magnotta – Director of Community 

Outreach 

magnotta@institutepa.org 

 

Follow us on Twitter, Facebook & LinkedIn                 

 

Advisory Board 
 

Chairman -  Paul Adams, Ph.D.., Wilkes University 
Vice-Chairman – Frank Joanlanne, Borton - Lawson 

 
Heather Acker — Gentex Corporation 

Ron Beer , MHA, FACHE – Geisinger Health System 
Thomas Botzman, Ph.D. — Misericordia University 

Don Brominski, UGI Utilities 
Tracy L. Brundage, Ph.D. — Keystone College 

Terry Casey — Chancellor Financial Group 
John Cefaly — Cushman & Wakefield 
Thomas Curra — WVIA Public Media 

Robert Durkin — Greater Scranton Chamber of Commerce 
Dale Jones, Ph.D. — Penn State University Wilkes-Barre 

Charles Kasko — Simplex Homes 
Thomas E. Lawson — Borton-Lawson 
Katie Leonard, Ed.D., Johnson College 

Thomas Leary — Luzerne County Community College 
Robert Luciani — Prudential Retirement Services 

Mary Persico, IHM, Ph.D. — Marywood University 
Rev. Scott Pilarz, S.J. — University of Scranton 

Alana Roberts, PPL Utilities   
Eugene Roth — Rosenn, Jenkins, & Greenwald, LLP 

John J. Ryan, C.S.C., Ph.D. — King’s College 
Steven Scheinman, MD — Geisinger Commonwealth School 

of Medicine 
Bill Sordoni — Sordoni Construction 

Matthew Sordoni — Sordoni Construction 
Linda Thomas-Hemak, M.D. – The Wright Center 

Marleen Troy, Ph.D., — Wilkes University 
Wico van Genderen—Greater Wilkes-Barre Chamber of    

Business & Industry 
Lucyann Vierling — Wayne Pike Workforce Alliance 

Mark Volk — Lackawanna College 
Marwan Wafa — Penn State University Scranton 

Tara Mugford Wilson, Power Engineering Corporation  
John T. Yudichak — Pennsylvania State Senate 

 
 
 

mailto:ooms@institutepa.org
mailto:chew@institutepa.org
mailto:gallo@institutepa.org
mailto:mayer@institutepa.org
mailto:mccormick@institutepa.org
mailto:magnotta@institutepa.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Institute-for-Public-Policy-Economic-Development/203826762977387?v=info
http://twitter.com/TheInstitutePA

