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What's next for the region’s 2022 college graduates?

Our research team regularly polls students at our partnering higher education institu-
tions. Polls conducted each spring assess opinions about the region, and inquire
about post-graduation plans.

Here are some of the latest findings:

o Students planning to remain in NEPA after graduation assign
high value to proximity of family.

e Those planning to depart the area after graduation are likelier to
value diversity and inclusiveness, as well as wide-ranging enter-
tainment, recreation, and dining options.

e A strong connection exists between completion of a regional in-
ternship and the decision to remain in NEPA after graduation.

Interested in learning more? Access the full brief here!

In this Issue:

e Special Thanks to Sponsors e Revisiting Project STIR e Client Solutions
e Foundation Highlight e Underwriting opportunities
e Data visualization series e Economy and Policy Trackers

A collaboration among Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine, Johnson College, Keystone College,
King’s College, Lackawanna College, Luzerne County Community College, Marywood University,

Misericordia University, Penn State Scranton, Penn State Wilkes-Barre,
The Wright Center or Graduate Medical Education, University of Scranton, Wilkes University, and the
business community



https://www.institutepa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Post-Graduation-Whats-Next-2022_The-Institute.pdf
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and Indicators Event Sponsors
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Luzerne C.OU”’E}{ . and Graduate Medical Education
PPL Electric Utilities

Sordoni Family Foundation

Platinum Sponsors
Lackawanna College
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Altitude Philanthropies Berkshire Asset Management
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PNC Greater Wyoming Valley
Prudential Chamber of Commerce
The Luzerne Foundation Johnson College

The Wright Center for Community Health Penn State Wilkes-Barre
Power Engineering Corporation
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The Scranton Area Community Foundation:
Steadfast Supporter and Community Pillar

The Scranton Area Community Foundation supported Virtual Regional Indicators 2022
through a $1,000 Community Needs grant. The Indicators Initiative began in 2006 with the
first presentation of regional metrics to the community, a series of subject matter discussions,
and goal setting. The objective was to encourage community leaders to use data to inform de-
cisions and to measure outcomes. Its focus has always been on regional collaboration since
the region is truly economically interdependent.

Fast forward to 2022, The Indicators has grown.
The book benchmarks 125 metrics trended
over time. There are eight subject matter task

forces and over 100 volunteers. In addition, | e Joe 1,202 _|§
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The Institute has created an interactive dash- . 3

board to show the data. o il

With over 170 people now attending the
event and over 100 requests for data each
year, The Institute is working to ensure or-
ganizations and leaders have the tools to in-
form their planning and decision making,
quality control and outcomes.
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The Scranton Area Community Foundation has been an active partner on a variety of Institute
Initiatives for over seven years. It is on a mission to enhance the quality of life for all people in
Northeastern Pennsylvania through the development of organized philanthropy. A public
501c3 community foundation, the Scranton Area Community Foundation serves as a steward,
a grantmaker, a charitable resource, and a catalyst for change.
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NEW! Data Visualization Video Series!
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WVIA, in partnership with The Institute, produced a series of
Data Visualization Videos to help explain critical issues in
Northeastern Pennsylvania.

The short videos focus on three key areas, using data from
the annual Indicators Report and community task force re-
search studies. They will be featured on the WVIA website as
well as The Institute’s YouTube channel.

Find us on YouTube

The first video will address workforce issues.
It will be available on September 20.

The second video will address housing inequality.
It will be available on September 27.

The final video will address child abuse.
It will be available on October 4.
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The PPL Foundation
Remains a Valued
Underwriter

We are pleased to an-
nounce renewed support
from the PPL Foundation,

which awards annual grants
through a competitive ap-
plication and review pro-
cess. This funding will help
sustain The Institute and
fuel or community-based
research!

PPL Foundation

Commitment from gener-
ous underwriters such as
PPL enables us to continue
turning information into
insight!

Through strategic partner-
ships, the PPL Foundation
supports organizations
working to create vibrant,
sustainable communities;
promote diversity, equity,
and inclusion; and empow-
er each citizen to fulfill her
or his potential. The PPL
Foundation contributes
more to a wide variety of
nonprofit organizations in
eastern and central PA. To
learn more, visit
pplcares.com.



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9fLXuEh64q0RvZ2Q4WF9Bw/featured
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Sparking Transformation Using Information & Research

Project STIR
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The concept of Project STIR was developed by
LaTida Smith, former President and CEO of
Moses Taylor Foundation, in an effort to pro-
vide foundations, their grantees, and the
community at large with education and infor-
mation on a variety of issues that affect the
region, their work, and their clients. One of
the funded initiatives resulted in a publication
called the Institute Review. This is an equity,
economic, and social innovation weekly news-
letter.

In addition, a public policy initiative was de-
veloped and implemented whereby The Insti-
tute develops an annual issues briefing book
with policy briefs and analysis on education,
workforce, public safety, environment, gov-
ernment, health care, equity, and social ser-
vices. The book is presented to the federal
and state northeast delegation in a private
retreat each September. The Scranton Area
Community Foundation and The Willary Foun-
dation supported the initiative. In 2021, The
Robert H. Spitz Foundation and the McGowan
Charitable Trust joined the consortium.
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The Institute needs your support!

Data-driven decisions are essential for enhancing the vibrancy of the region and ensuring its long-
term economic prosperity. That’s why we hope you will contribute to our community-based re-
search. Consider joining our growing list of underwriters.

To learn more, contact Teri at ooms@institutepa.org.

In case you missed them...

New editions of the Economy and Policy Trackers are now available!

In the latest issue of the Economy Tracker, read
about: In the Summer 2022 edition of the Policy
Tracker, read about:

e improvements to financial health of families

e unemployment and workforce dynamics o the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
 regional wages e details from the state budget
e the task force studying regional competitive- « national and state legislative activities
ness o climate-related provisions in the Infla-
« employment inequities and caregiver barriers tion Reduction Act
e industry recovery from COVID-19 e and more!
o effects of price volatility on fixed-income
households

Access the Access the

issue here! issue here!

.
Client Solutions

Market & Feasibility Studies Survey Research Economic and Demographic Profiles
Indicators- Indexes Industry Studies Grant and Program Evaluation Support
Community Needs Assessments Workforce Studies Research Validation and Peer Review
Housing Studies Education Studies Tourism Strategic Plans

Economic Development Strategies Policy Analysis Comprehensive Plans

Economic and Tax Impact Studies  Site Selection Research Asset Maps

Arts & Culture Studies
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https://www.institutepa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Policy-Tracker-JulyAug-22.pdf
https://www.institutepa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Policy-Tracker-JulyAug-22.pdf
https://www.institutepa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Economy-Tracker-June-22.pdf
https://www.institutepa.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Economy-Tracker-June-22.pdf

Who We Are

The Institute is dedicated to empowering business and
community leaders with researched-driven strategies for
informed decision-making.

We conduct community-based, empirical research to
identify the opportunities and challenges unique to our
region, and offer innovative solutions for the problems
facing our communities. This research is funded by gen-
erous academic partners and sponsors who share our
vision for a strong regional economy and vibrant com-
munities.

Community-Based Research
Access the latest regional research on The Insti-
tute’s website. www.institutepa.org

Regional Indicators Data & Research

Indicators data tracks the region’s progress over time.
They include economy, healthcare, environment, educa-
tion and infrastructure measures.
https://www.institutepa.org/dashboard/

Task Force Research

Recent and archived research studies identify and ad-
dress the region’s challenges. This research is a driving
force behind many important economic development
and community revitalization initiatives , which produce
positive outcomes for our area.
https://www.institutepa.org/research-hub/

Quarterly Economic Tracker

This quarterly electronic publication explores the region’s
economic and business trends.
https://www.institutepa.org/economy-tracker/

Policy Tracker
This tracker covers state and federal policy focused re-

search and aims to educate and inform the reader about
the challenges, opportunities, and potential non-partisan
solutions.

https://www.institutepa.org/policy-tracker/

Polling Program

Better understand the subject matter interests, public
policy views, and civic engagement of our local college
students and future leaders.
https://www.institutepa.org/polling-center/

Thanks to our 2022 Research Underwriters!

Sincere thanks to our generous stakeholders who share
our vision for a strong regional economy and healthy
communities. Your support makes our work possible!

Signature Underwriters
Andrew J. Sordoni Foundation
Luzerne County
PPL Electric Utilities
Sordoni Family Foundation

Contributing Underwriters
Altitude Philanthropies
Borton-Lawson
Geisinger Health System
UGI Utilities
WVIA Public Media

Supporting Underwriters
BlackOut Design
FNCB
Greater Hazleton CANDO
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
M&T Bank
Navient
PNC
Prudential
The Luzerne Foundation
The Wright Center for Community Health

Academic Partners
Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine
Johnson College
Keystone College
King’s College
Lackawanna College
Luzerne County Community College
Marywood University
Misericordia University
Penn State Scranton
Penn State Wilkes-Barre
The Wright Center for Graduate Medical Education
University of Scranton
Wilkes University



http://www.institutepa.org

Summer 2022

www.institutepa.org
570.408.9850
info@institutepa.org

Staff

Teri Ooms
President & CEO
ooms@institutepa.org

Andrew Chew
Director of Research
chew@institutepa.org

Jill Avery-Stoss
Director of Operations
averystoss@institutepa.org

Jolene Carey-Pace, Ed.D.
Research Analyst
carey-pace@institutepa.org

f Locations in: \

Scranton and Wilkes-Barre, PA

Sarah Bender
Research Assistant
bender@institutepa.org

T
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Board of Directors
Charlie Kasko, Chairperson of the Board, Classic Properties
Alana Roberts, Vice Chairperson of the Board, PPL Electric
Bill Sordoni, Secretary/Treasurer, Sordoni Construction
Don Brominski, UGI Utilities
Greg Cant, Wilkes University
Robert Korjeski, KMLA Group
Robert Luciani, Empower
Paul Rushton, Rosenn Jenkins & Greenwald, LLP

Advisory Board
Chairman - Greg Cant, Ph.D., Wilkes University
Vice-Chairman — Charlie Kasko, Classic Properties
Ron Beer , MHA, FACHE — Geisinger Health System
Don Brominski — UGI Utilities
Tracy L. Brundage, Ph.D. — Keystone College
Julie Byerley, MD — Geisinger Commonwealth School of Medicine
John Cefaly — Cushman & Wakefield
Robert Durkin — Greater Scranton Chamber of Commerce
Lynda Goldstein—Penn State University Wilkes-Barre
Lindsay Griffin — Greater Wyoming Valley Chamber
Thomas Leary — Luzerne County Community College
Thomas Looney, C.S.C., Ph.D. — King’s College
Katie Leonard, Ed.D.—Johnson College
Joe Lettiere —CAN DO, Inc.
Robert Luciani — Empower
Rev. John G. Marina, S.J. — University of Scranton
Carla McCabe — WVIA Public Media
Jill Murray, Ph.D — Lackawanna College
Daniel Myers, Ph.D.—Misericordia University
Mary Persico, IHM, Ed.D. — Marywood University
Alana Roberts —PPL Utilities
Matthew Sordoni — Sordoni Construction
Linda Thomas-Hemak, M.D. — The Wright Center
Marleen Troy, Ph.D., — Wilkes University
Lucyann Vierling — Workforce Alliance
Marwan Wafa, Ph.D. — Penn State University Scranton
Tara Mugford Wilson — Power Engineering Corporation

Join our growing list of research underwriters !

To learn more, contact Teri at ooms@institutepa.org.
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